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The power for unity 
 

Editor’s note: The following essay was submitted by a Pamlico-area clergyman.  

The Daily News will offer such articles on an occasional basis.  

 

By EDDIE BOWEN 

Special to the Daily News 

 

Looking back upon Easter Sunday, I am moved once again to recognize and thus declare the great 

need for Christian unity. John 17:17-21 stresses unity as the absolute will of God. 

 

Truly a splintering, divided, sectarian and compromising Christendom is not the will of God. Jesus is 

and always will be our unchanging Lord of all. The Bible always has been, and will be, the 

unchanging will of God. 

 

Jesus Christ, the risen, glorified Son of God, our Savior and returning King of kings, reigns and rules! 

 

Yet, we seem content knowing that our divisions and schisms over Him surely bring great grief to 

God, and a growing hindrance to society. Our observable differences and our “proud” walls of 

separation are appalling. We’re actually proud of our “differences.” Could that be in anyway 

pleasing to God? 

 

We all know what the problem is. And we all know that it’s not God’s problem. Definitely it’s not 

God’s fault. There's none to blame but ourselves. “It’s me, it's me, it’s me oh, Lord; standing in the 

need of prayer. Yes, it’s our fault. We must assume full responsibility.” 

 

It may take more than prayer. It may require a hard and long dose of suffering and hardship for us 

proud Americans to humble ourselves, submit to divine authority, and declare our total and 

unyielding allegiance to the Savior and his unchanging word alone. 

 

There is definitely “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and father of us all,” but you couldn’t 

figure that out looking in from the outside! 

 

Most likely, someone reading this will conclude, “Yes, that’s right, if everyone could just see things 

my way!” And there’s the problem!  

 

Let’s ‘fess up, and face up! We will only see the answer to Jesus’ prayer for unity (John 17:21) if we 

do the following. 

 

Be sanctified in the truth, and obey the truth in honor, love and respect for our Lord and God.  

(John 17:17-20). That’s it! 

 



Sadly, we've loved our traditionally cherished “plans of salvation,” denominational rules and creeds 

and “sacred” traditions more than we love the Lord Jesus Himself. Have we not? Surely we have. 

Otherwise we would be “one” in the Lord. At least we would love each other respectfully “in the 

fear of Christ.” God help us. 

 

Dear brother, do you love the plan more than the man? Watch out! “Knowledge puffs, but love 

edifies.” 

 

Dear friend, do you love your denomination more than the “truth that sanctifies?” 

 

Only a determined, intentional revival of repentance and renewal can bring “healing to our land.”  

(2 Chronicles 7:14). 

 

A total and unyielding allegiance to the head of the church, the Lord Jesus Christ, and a deliberate 

surrender to the whole New Testament is what it will take. No more proof texting, window 

shopping, picking and choosing what we want to believe or view as required or not. Surely God is 

wearied of our “you’re wrong and we’re right” game playing. The truth is we’ve all blown it, and 

need to declare honestly that “the Bible is right.” And as we all learn, believe and obey, then the 

Lord’s beautiful and perfect will can be unshackled by our resolve, while we all “grow in the grace 

and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

And above all, if we will intentionally “love each other from the heart” in reverence for Christ 

Himself, we can live with a hopeful expectation of life “on earth as it is in heaven.” 

God waits. Our country waits. So, what will we do? 

 

 

 

 

Referenced Scriptures 

John 17:17-21 
17

 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 
18

 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.  
19

 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified. 
20

 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their 

message, 
21 

that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us 

so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 
14

 if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and 

turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal 

their land. 


